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Aleppo 


ALEPPO (APEP or HALEB): The Turks incarcerated both interned civilians and British prisoners of war in 
this city during the war. Aleppo was located in the Vilayet of Aleppo in Syria, sixty miles east-southeast of 
Iskenderon (Alexandretta), on the Nahr el Haleb River as well as the strategic Constantinople to Baghdad 
Railway line. The Turks incarcerated Allied prisoners, primarily interned Indian POW's from the 
Mesopotamian Front, in the Citadel in the city. British prisoners of war worked in labor detachments on the 
construction of the railway east of the city towards Ras el-Ain. The Turks also used Aleppo as a transit camp 
for Armenian civilians from Sivas en route to Damascus in 1915. The Ottomans housed Armenians in houses, 
khans, and Armenian churches and the internees suffered from typhus and dysentery during their 
incarceration in the city. By August 1915, approximately 5,000 Armenians reached the city and lived in 
abysmal conditions (about one hundred died every day from exhaustion and starvation, according to neutral 
observers). British, under General Sir Edmund Allenby, and Arab forces captured Aleppo in late September 
1918. 
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